
Terra Franca, Vinho Regional Tinto 2017

VINTAGE

2017 was a very warm and dry year for the Douro with almost every
month from December 2016 to August 2017 recording below average
rainfall. Average temperatures were much higher than normal,
especially in the crucial spring months of March, April, and May. This
meant that the vine’s growing cycle was much more advanced than
usual, often being one or two weeks ahead of the expected schedule.
The advanced maturation of the vines and grapes coupled with
heatwaves in June and July meant that the 2017 harvest was destined
to be one of the earliest ever recorded. Harvest began in the last week
of August and finished in most areas by the end of September, a time
when most harvests usually begin.

PRODUCER

The Terra Franca wines are made at the Anadia winery in Bairrada. The
aim was to make multi-regional blends of fresh, forward and easy to
drink wines. The wines are made by Sogrape’s head winemaker, Miguel
Pessanha.

VINEYARDS

The Vinho Regional Tinto is a multi-regional blend made in the modern
São Mateus Vinification Centre in Anadia, Bairrada from red grapes
sourced from carefully-selected growers.

VINIFICATION

After destalking and gentle crushing, the must was fermented at a
controlled temperature of around 20-22ºC, with the aim of maintaining
optimum fruit character. Malolactic fermentation was allowed to occur
followed by a period of ageing in stainless-steel tanks for about six
months. The wine was then blended, fined, cold-stabilised and filtered
before bottling. After bottling, the wine was further aged at a controlled
temperature of 15ºC for about two months before being released.

TASTING NOTES

On the nose, this wine has ripe red fruit aromas of strawberries and red
plums. On the palate, the ripe fruit is well balanced by juicy tannins and
fresh acidity. A full and flavoursome red, with fresh fruit lingering on the
elegant finish.

VINTAGE INFORMATION

Paulo PriorWinemaker

Wine pH 3.7

Residual Sugar 7g/L

Acidity 4.8g/L

Grape Varieties 60%

20%

20%

Baga

Merlot

Syrah/Shiraz

Bottle Sizes 75cl

SustainableFeatures

ABV 13%

Closure Screwcap

Vintage 2017


